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“What else did you get to do when you were 

growing up”, asked a little friend twisting her 

blond hair with her index finger. 

“Well…” I answered. Lots of things.” 

“Like what?” 

“Like…well… if you’ll sit really still on my 

lap I’ll tell you and everyone else can listen 

too.” 

My mind wandered back to a very different 

world as I talked.  Sometimes we laughed so 

hard tears tumbled down our cheeks.  Other 

times the pain washed over me like a crashing 

wave.  But when I was done, when we each 

went home to bed, I thought all over again how 

fortunate I’d been. * 

Thus begins Book 2 of “ The Rani Adventures”, a 

three-book account of Ron Snell’s life growing up in 

the jungles of Peru  in the 1950’s and 60’s with the 

Machiguenga Indians. Ron’s parents, Wayne and 

Betty, were translators with Wycliffe Bible Institute.  

In 2003, SAMAIR PERU officially began flying for 

the Wycliffe Bible translators who were finishing 

remaining New Testament translations for several 

tribal groups. Recently, SAMAIR PERU pilots 

returned Ron’s mother, Betty, Ron’s sister Sandy 

and her family, and Ron himself to some of the 

villages where the Snells had lived and worked.  

Along with these flights, our pilots also brought 

in/took out several indigenous translators who are 

finishing or in the process of revising the Old or 

New Testament in their own tribal language. After 

her family’s trip to the villages, Betty stayed on at 

FIENAP, a base for indigenous translators near the 

SAMAIR base to help with translation and revision 

projects. 

I can only echo Ron’s final sentence above as I think 

about our years in Peru since late 1991. Mike and I 

lived for a year and a half at the Wycliffe jungle 

base in the beginning of our first term. During that 

time, we had the privilege of meeting pioneer 

translator families from SAM, Wycliffe, and other 

missions. And of course, our family has its own 

stories of life in the jungle.  

I am sure the Snell family’s visit to the Machiguenga 

was a great encouragement to them. Now, as well as 

in the 1950’s, threats to the Machis and other 

indigenous tribal groups still exist, though they may 

take different forms. It is vitally important that tribal 

groups that embraced Christ in the 1940’s, 50’s and 

60’s and were freed from the powers of darkness, 

remain so today. But now many are being 

encouraged to return to old ways of witchcraft and a 

dependence and slavery to the spirit world. The 

temptation to depart from the Truth of the Word of 

God is very great.  The work of SAMAIR PERU is 

vital in this struggle. Please pray for our indigenous 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Our return to Peru has officially been delayed until 

late August pending a satisfactory support level. 

Praise the Lord, since our last letter, several new 

supporters have come on board. We currently have 

73% of needed monthly support. We are still open to 

sharing with churches, individuals, and groups. 

Please continue to pray with us that we might return 

soon, and THANK YOU to all who have responded. 

In His Service, 

 

Nancy for Mike, Annette, and Daniel 

 

Contact Us: 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mahon 

26835 Township Road 1205 

Coshocton, OH  43812-9379 

Phone: 740-552-4224 

Mike: 740-291-7037 / Nancy: 740-291-2460 

mnmahon@southamericamission.org 

Skype: mikenancymahon 

www.mahonmemo.com 

 

* From the book, Life Is A Jungle, by Ron Snell, 

copyright 1997, Hannibal Books, Inc.  





A GIFT TO SOUTH AMERICA MISSION TO ENABLE THE MINISTRY OF MIKE AND NANCY MAHON 

As God enables me:
 
( ) I will support this ministry $ monthly $ quarterly $ annually
 

( ) Enclosed is my gift of $. _
 

( ) I commit to faithfully encourage and pray for the Mahons as they serve with South America Mission.
 

( ) I would like to receive their prayer letters via _ USPS _ Email. 

Mr./Mrs./Miss, _ 

Address. _ 

City State. Zip _ 

Email Phone _ 

M10265 

In the US, please make checks payable to: In Canada, please make checks payable to: 
South America Mission CANSAM 
1021 Maxwell Mill Rd. Suite B 336 Speedvale Ave W, Unit H 
Fort Mill, SC 29708 Guelph, ON N1H 7M7 
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